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TWO GRAND TOUR MINIATURE LIBRARY BUSTS OF SOCRATES AND APOLLO BELVEDERE 

IN CARVED IVORY ON TURNED BLACK MARBLE COLUMNS 
CIRCA 1820 – 30 

SIZE : 15 CM HIGH AND 16 CM HIGH – 6 INS HIGH AND 6¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

SOCRATES ( 470 BC – 399 BC ) WAS FAR FROM HANDSOME UNLIKE THE PERFECT BEAUTY PORTRAYED BY THE GOD
APOLLO, BUT HE POSSESSED GREAT IRONY AND HUMOUR. HE HAD A POWERFUL PERSONAL CHARISMA AND BY THE 1ST
CENTURY AD HAD BECOME A CULTURAL HERO IN THE INTELLECTUAL CIRCLES OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. THE FOUNDER
OF MORAL PHILOSOPHY, HE ESTABLISHED THE METHOD OF TRYING TO GET AT TRUTH BY PERSISTENT QUESTIONING. 

APOLLO IS FOR MANY ‘THE MOST GREEK OF GREEK GODS’ ( W.F.OTTO ). HE IS ALWAYS DEPICTED AS YOUNG, BEARDLESS
AND OF HARMONIOUS BEAUTY, THE IDEAL YOUNG ATHLETE. HE IS ASSOCIATED WITH MUSIC AND POETRY, AND HIS

INSTRUMENT IS THE LYRE.

 


