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A NEO CLASSICAL ITALIAN CARVED SHELL CAMEO OF CUPID

LATE 18TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 2.5 CM HIGH, 1 CM DEEP – 1 INS HIGH, ¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

LATE 18TH CENTURY CLASSICISM AFFECTED ARCHITECTURE, FURNITURE, CERAMICS AND COSTUME AND CAMEOS
WERE THUS THE MOST APPROPRIATE FASHION ACCESSORY. THE GRAND TOUR CREATED A LUCRATIVE MARKET FOR THE

SHELL CAMEO CARVERS OF ROME AND NAPLES IN MAKING CLASSICAL SOUVENIRS THAT WERE PROUDLY TAKEN HOME
TO ENGLAND OR FRANCE BY THE ARISTOCRATIC OWNERS. AFTER NAPOLEON’S ITALIAN CAMPAIGN IN 1796 MANY FINE

CAMEOS FROM ROME FOUND THEIR WAY TO FRANCE AND CAPTIVATED ARTISTS, CRAFTSMEN AND COLLECTORS,
INCLUDING NAPOLEON HIMSELF. IN ENGLAND CAMEOS WERE OFTEN MOUNTED WITH DIAMONDS, PEARLS AND

PRECIOUS STONES AND IT BECAME FASHIONABLE IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY TO WEAR CAMEOS WITH GRECIAN STYLE
HIGH-WAIST DRESSES ON A BELT, ON A NECKLACE, BRACELETS, DIADEM AND A BAND WORN AROUND THE FOREHEAD.

 


