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A RARE BERING SEA ESKIMO WALRUS IVORY MINIATURE SHAMANS MASK

ARARE BERING SEAESKIMO WALRUS IVORY MINIATURE SHAMANS MASK
18TH/19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 3 CMHIGH - 14 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE SMALL SIZE OF THIS AMULETIC SCULPTURE DOES NOT DETRACT FROMITS GREAT ITALITY, IT EXUDES INTENSITY
AND POWER. IT IS AGUARDIAN SPIRIT, AND DEMONSTRATES THE EXCEPTIONAL CREATIMTY OF THE ESKIMO ARTIST IN
USING DRAMATIC EFFECT TO GIVE ISUAL SUBSTANCE TO RELIGIOUS BELIEF.

THESE MINIATURE MASKS WERE OFTEN CARVED BY SHAVAN'S OR OTHER CARVERS WORKING UNDER THEIR
DIRECTIONS, AND REPRESENT SPIRITS USUALLY OF ANIMAL HELPERS WHICH THE SHAMAN HAS ENCOUNTERED ON HIS
VISITS TO THE SPIRIT WORLD, SOMETIMES THEY REPRESENT THE SPIRIT OF PLACES, OF ANCIENT OBJECTS OR OF
HEAVENLY BODIES. THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO WARD OFF EVIL INFLUENCES AND EXORCISE MALIGNANT SPIRITS WHICH
THREATENED MISFORTUNE TO THE COMMUNITY, AND TO APPEASE AND HONOUR THE SOULS OF FOOD ANIMALS WHICH
THE GROUP HAD KILLED SO THAT THEIR MALICE MGHT BE AVERTED AND APLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF MEAT ENSURED FOR
THE FUTURE.

THE SHAMAN CARVERS HAD TO DRAW ON THEIR IMAGINATION TO PRODUCE FORMS WHICH ALTHOUGH RECOGNISABLY
HUMAN REFLECTED THE AWE INSPIRING, BIZARRE AND TERRIBLE SPIRIT CREATURES WHICH THEY ALONE HAD ACCESS
TO AND COULD CONTROL. THUS MANY OF THE MASKS ARE GROTESQUE AND AS THEY REPRESENT THE SPRITS

THEMSELVES ARE CAREFULLY MADE WITH ATTENTION TO SYMBOLISM



