Finch & C°

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PAINTED WOOD PANEL FRAGMENT FROM A BOX COFFIN

AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PAINTED WOOD PANEL FRAGMENT FROMABOX COFFIN
LATE 25TH DYNASTY—700 BC

SIZE : 18 CMHIGH, 8.5 CMWIDE — 7 INS HIGH, 3% INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THIS PANEL IS MOST PROBABLY FROMA PRIVATE BURIAL. THE PAINTED HIEROGLYPHS FORMPART OF ASPELL FROMONE
OF THE ‘COFFIN TEXTS’ DESIGNED TO PROTECT THE DECEASED AND FACILITATE SAFE PASSAGE TO THE UNDERWORLD.
THE COFFIN TEXTS CONSIST OF OVER 1000 SPELLS, MANY BEING DERIVED FROM THE EARLIER OLD KINGDOM ‘PYRAMID
TEXTS’ AND WERE INTENDED TO PROVIDE A GUARANTEE OF SURMIVAL IN THE AFTER WORLD. THEY HAVE OBVIOUS SELF
EXPLANATORY TITLES SUCH AS ‘NOT TO ROT AND NOT TO DO WORK IN THE KINGDOM OF THE DEAD'.



