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AN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN MUMMIFIED SACRED FALCON OR HAWK 

LATE PERIOD 713-332 BC
SIZE : 21.5 CM LONG – 8½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE FALCON OR HAWK WAS ONE OF A NUMBER OF BIRDS CONSIDERED SACRED BY THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS.
REGARDED AS THE GOD OF THE SKY, AND AS THE ‘BA’ OR PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION OF HORUS, THE HAWK HEADED

GOD, WHO WAS THE EMBODIMENT OF DIVINE KINGSHIP. THE HORUS FALCON WAS THE GUARDIAN DEITY AND
PROTECTOR OF THE REIGNING PHARAOH, AND IS FREQUENTLY DEPICTED WITH ITS WINGS PROTECTIVELY

OUTSTRETCHED BEHIND THE HEAD OF THE KING. 
DURING THE LATE PERIOD AT SAQQARA THERE WAS A CATACOMB SPECIFICALLY CONSTRUCTED FOR MUMMIFIED HAWKS

SACRED TO HORUS AND EXAMINATION OF SOME OF THESE MUMMIES HAS SHOWN THEM TO COMPRISE A NUMBER OF
DIFFERENT TYPES OF BIRDS OF PREY.

 


