
A RARE LARGE ROCK CRYSTAL TEAR SHAPED PENDANT DROP
A RARE LARGE ROCK CRYSTAL TEAR SHAPED PENDANT DROP

17TH/18TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 15 CM LONG, 9.5 CM WIDE, 6 CM DEEP – 6 INS LONG, 3¾ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE GREEKS BELIEVED ROCK CRYSTAL WAS MADE OF FROZEN WATER AND THE GREEK WORD FOR ICE ‘KRYSTALLOS’
GAVE CRYSTAL ITS NAME. IT IS A FASCINATING COLOURLESS QUARTZ WITH ASTONISHING INCLUSIONS RUNNING

THROUGH IT. IT IS HELD BY MANY DIFFERENT CULTURES TO HAVE SACRED AND MAGICAL QUALITIES AND AS EARLY AS
2000 BC WAS KNOWN AND USED FOR A VARIETY OF SHAMANISTIC PURPOSES. 

AS A MARVEL OF NATURE IT IS FOUND IN ALL THE CABINETS OF CURIOSITY IN EUROPE. PIERO DE MEDICI HAD A LITTLE
CHAMBER OR STUDIOLO OF 5 X 4 METRES BUILT NEXT TO HIS BEDROOM IN WHICH HIS WHOLE COLLECTION OF OBJECTS

WAS DISPLAYED SO THAT HE COULD ADMIRE THEM AT WILL. ONE OF THE MOST VALUABLE WAS DESCRIBED AS A
‘CRYSTAL BOWL WITH A GOLD FRAMED LID DECORATED WITH ENAMEL SHAPES, PEARLS, RUBIES AND SAPPHIRES’ AND

WAS VALUED AT 700 FLORINS (A HOUSE COST 1000 FLORINS IN THE 15TH CENTURY).
THIS QUEST FOR TREASURES, ART AND THE CURIOSITIES OF NATURE STEMMED FROM THE RENAISSANCE DESIRE TO
UNVEIL THE DIVINE ORDER THAT THE CHAOTIC DISORDER OF THE WORLD AND SO PROVIDE A MEANS OF PERFECTING

AND IMPROVING IT.

 


