
AN ENGLISH 18TH CENTURY OIL ON PANEL OF THE WHITE WITCH AND PROPHETESS KNOWN AS
AN ENGLISH 18TH CENTURY OIL ON PANEL OF THE WHITE WITCH AND PROPHETESS KNOWN AS 

‘MOTHER SHIPTON’ 
WITH OLD LABEL TO THE REVERSE :

‘MOTHER SHIPTON. AGATHA SOUTHIEL WAS BORN IN THE REIGN OF HENRY VIII NR KNARESBORO’ COUNTY YORK. WHEN
ABT 24 YRS OF AGE SHE MARRIES TOBY SHIPTON A BUILDER OF SHIPTON A VILLAGE NR YORK. HER LAST PREDICTION

WAS RECOUNTING HER OWN DEATH WHICH WAS LITERALLY FULFILLED IN THE { Y ? } WHEN UPWARDS OF 73 YEARS OF
AGE’ 

OIL ON OAK PANEL, GILT FRAME 
CIRCA 1750 

SIZE : 15 CM HIGH, 12 CM WIDE – 6 INS HIGH, 4¾ INS WIDE 
27.5 CM HIGH, 23.5 CM WIDE – 10¾ INS HIGH, 9¼ INS WIDE (FRAMED)

 
LITERATURE

MOTHER SHIPTON’S NAME WAS ACTUALLY URSULA SOUTHEIL, HER MOTHER WAS AGATHA SOUTHEIL, AN ORPHAN WHO
AT FIFTEEN BECAME PREGNANT OUTSIDE WEDLOCK AND WAS SO VICTIMISED BY THE LOCAL TOWNSFOLK THAT SHE
FLED TO A CAVE BY THE DROPPING WELL AT KNARESBOROUGH ON THE OPPOSITE BANK OF THE RIVER NIDD TO GIVE
BIRTH. THE MYSTERIOUS PETRIFYING PROPERTY OF THE WATER THAT RUNS DOWN THE CLIFF INTO THE WELL MADE
THIS A SHUNNED PLACE AND WAS REGARDED WITH FEAR BY THE SUPERSTITIOUS. TODAY THIS WELL AND MOTHER

SHIPTON’S CAVE ARE A MAJOR TOURIST ATTRACTION WITH VOTIVE OFFERINGS SUCH AS TEDDY BEARS ATTACHED TO
THE ROCK-FACE TO BE PETRIFIED. 

URSULA WAS BORN DEFORMED IN THE UNHALLOWED CAVE AND ACCORDING TO AN ACCOUNT PUBLISHED IN 1686 WAS
REFERRED TO AS ‘HAG-FACE’ AND ‘DEVILS BASTARD’ AS SHE GREW UP. BOTH HER GROWING REPUTATION AS A WITCH

AND HER APPEARANCE DID NOT DETER A YORK CARPENTER AND BUILDER TOBY SHIPTON FROM MARRYING HER IN 1512
AND ALTHOUGH THEY REMAINED CHILDLESS THEIR RELATIONSHIP WAS DESCRIBED AS ‘VERY COMFORTABLE’.
MOTHER SHIPTON WAS CREDITED WITH MYSTIC POWERS AND THROUGH THE CENTURIES HER PREDICTIONS,
ORIGINALLY PASSED DOWN BY WORD OF MOUTH WERE HELD IN THE SAME HIGH REGARD AS THOSE OF HER

CONTEMPORARY NOSTRADAMUS. HER EARLY FORECASTS WERE TO DO WITH LOCAL PEOPLE AND EVENTS BUT AS TIME
PASSED HER PROPHECIES BEGAN TO RELATE TO THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE AND HER MOST IMPRESSIVE HAD TO DO



WITH PROMINENT FIGURES AT THE COURT OF HENRY VIII. SHE PREDICTED THAT CARDINAL WOLSEY, THE ‘MITRED
PEACOCK’ WOULD SEE YORK, BUT NEVER REACH IT. IN 1530 AFTER FALLING OUT OF FAVOUR WITH THE KING, WOLSEY
SET OUT TO FIND REFUGE IN THE NORTH AND WAS WITHIN SIGHT OF YORK WHEN LORD PERCY ARRIVED WITH A ROYAL

SUMMONS DEMANDING HE RETURN TO LONDON TO FACE A CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON. 
HER REPUTATION HAS BEEN KEPT ALIVE BY HER FORTELLING OF EVENTS IN THE MORE DISTANT FUTURE : LADY JANE

GREY, THE SPANISH ARMADA, THE GREAT PLAGUE AND MOST FAMOUSLY THE FIRE OF LONDON, AT THE START OF WHICH
SAMUEL PEPYS WROTE IN HIS DIARY, ‘SEE Â€¦.. MOTHER SHIPTON’S WORD IS OUT’. SOME OF HER PROPHETICAL VERSES
FORETOLD IRON SHIPS, MOTOR TRANSPORT, SUBMARINES AND EVEN AIRCRAFT. PERHAPS EVEN THE INTERNET ? Â€¦..

‘AROUND THE WORLD THOUGHTS SHALL FLY IN THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE’
MOTHER SHIPTON DIED IN 1567 AND IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN BURIED IN UN-CONSECRATED GROUND. ON ONE OCCASION
WARNED THAT HER ACTIVITIES MIGHT LEAD TO HER BEING BURNT AS A WITCH SHE PUT HER WOODEN STAFF IN THE FIRE

AND WHEN THE FLAMES HAD NO EFFECT ON IT SHE SAID ‘IF THIS HAD BEEN BURNED I MIGHT HAVE TOO’.

 


