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WOOL, FABRIC AND YARN, TRADE CLOTH AND GLASS BEADS (TWO TASSLES LACKING) 
CIRCA 1870 – 1875 

SIZE : 103 CM LONG, 34 CM WIDE – 40½ INS LONG, 13½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE NATIVE AMERICAN ARTISANS INITIALLY BELIEVED EUROPEAN CLOTH, METAL AND BEADS CONTAINED MAGICAL
PROPERTIES GIVING THEM A KIND OF INHERENT SPIRIT HELPER STATUS. THE OJIBWA CALLED THE SPIRITUAL POWER

RESIDING IN NATURE ‘MANITOU’ AND THEIR WORD FOR GLASS BEADS MEANS ‘MANITOU BERRY’. OF ALL THE NEW
EUROPEAN TRADE GOODS GLASS BEADS WERE THE MOST AVIDLY SOUGHT AFTER AND THEY PROVIDED AN IDEAL MEANS

OF EXPANDING THE ANCIENT NORTHERN TRADITION OF GARMENT ORNAMENTATION.

 


