
A PAIR OF SAILORS BOOKENDS, FASHIONED FROM THE TEETH OF A SPERM WHALE
A PAIR OF SAILORS BOOKENDS, FASHIONED FROM THE TEETH OF A SPERM WHALE

( PHYSETER CATODEN ) SET INTO MAHOGANY BASES WEIGHTED WITH LEAD 
MID 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 23.5 CM HIGH, 13 CM WIDE – AND 19 CM HIGH, 14 CM WIDE
9¼ INS HIGH, 5¼ INS WIDE – AND 7½ INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

THE TEETH OF THE SPERM WHALE ARE ONLY FOUND IN THE LOWER PART OF THE WHALES JAW AND CANNOT BITE OR
CHEW DUE TO THE LACK OF CORRESPONDING UPPER TEETH. RATHER THAN CHEWING THEY ARE USED TO CUT THE

SQUID THEY EAT INTO LARGE CHUNKS. RANGING FROM FOUR TO TEN INCHES IN LENGTH THERE COULD BE AS MANY AS
50 TEETH IN A LARGE WHALE.

THE LOWER JAW WAS THE FIRST PART OF THE WHALE THAT WAS HOISTED ON BOARD SHIP, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL ALL
THE MONEY MAKING WORK WAS COMPLETED THAT THE TEETH WERE DISTRIBUTED TO THE CREW. CONSIDERED

WORTHLESS BY THE WHALING INDUSTRY, CUSTOM AND TRADITION DICTATED THAT THEY BE GIVEN TO THE WHALERS
WHO WERE ENCOURAGED TO SCRIMSHAW AND MAKE ARTEFACTS SO AS TO OBVIATE THE POSSIBILITY OF TROUBLE

MAKING THROUGH BOREDOM, WRETCHED FOOD AND TERRIBLE LIVING CONDITIONS ON BOARD SHIP DURING LONG SEA
VOYAGES.

 


