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AN EXOTIC AND UNUSUAL INDO-PORTUGUESE COROMANDEL WOOD AND HAWKSBILL

AN EXOTIC AND UNUSUAL INDO-PORTUGUESE COROMANDEL \WOOD AND HAWKSBILL
TURTLESHELL MOUNTED BOX
WITH ABRASS LOCK AND KEY
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 23 CMHIGH, 51 CMLONG, 41 CMWIDE — 9 INS HIGH, 20 INS LONG, 16 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

LUXURY ARTICLES SUCH AS THIS WERE PRODUCED FOR THE WESTERN MARKET BY SKILLED ARTISANS ALONG THE
COROMADEL AND MALABAR COASTS, AND AROUND BENGAL AND GUJARAT. THESE CRAFTSMEN AND CARPENTERS HAD
APPLIED THEIR TRADITIONAL TECHNIQUES TO WESTERN DECORATIVE AND FURNITURE FORMS, OFTEN UNDER THE
DIRECTION AND INFLUENCE OF EUROPEAN MERCHANTS AND TRADERS. THIS FUSION OF WESTERN FORMWITH INDIAN
MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUE PARTICULARLY OCCURRED IN THE AREAS OF INDIAWHERE THERE WAS ACONCENTRATED
EUROPEAN COLONIAL PRESENCE.

SIR THOMAS HERBERT VISITED GUJARAT IN THE 1620'S AND DESCRIBED HOW INDIAN MERCHANTS 'ALL ALONG THE SEA
SIDE PITCH BOOTHS OR TENTS AND STRAW HOUSES IN GREAT NUMBERS, WHERE THEY SELL CALICOES, CHENA
SETTEN, PURCELLAN WARE, SCUTORES OR CABINETS OF MOTHER OF PEARLE, OF EBONY, OF IVORY, AGATS,
TURQUOISES, HELIOTROPES, CORNELIANS'. ( 'SOME YEARES TRAVELS INTO AFRICAAND ASIA THE GREAT LONDON 1638
PG37).



