Finch & C°

A LARGE RJIAN TABUA 19TH CENTURY

ALARGE FIJIAN TABUE, SPERMWHALE TOOTH WITH OLD DRILLED SUSPENSION HOLES
19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 19 CMLONG
772INSLONG

LITERATURE

THE PRESENTATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF TABUABOUND AND OBLIGATED ONE PARTY TO ANOTHER. WHALE IVORY
ARTIFACTS WERE TH EMOST VALUABLE FORM OF FIJIAN PROPERTY PRIOR TO THE 1800'S. THEN THE EUROPEAN
MERCHANT SHIPS BEGAN TO BRING SUPPLIES OF IVORY TOGETHER WITH IRON AND OTHER MERCHANDISE TO
EXCHANGE FOR THE SANDALWOOD AND FOR BECHE DE MER. AS CAN BE SEEN FROMSURMVING ARTIFACTS, EARLY 19TH
CENTURY FIJIAN ARTISTRY REACHED NEW HEIGHTS UNTIL ABOUT 1840 WHEN CHRISTIANITY, BROUGHT BY THE
METHODISTS MISSIONARIES, BEGAN SAPPING THE SYSTEMAND UNDERMNING THE INFLUENCE OF THE CHIEFDOMS AND
THE ANCESTOR GOD'S. FIJIAN ART BECAVE ASPENT FORCE AS MANY CUSTOMS WERE SUPPRESSED AND ALTERED.



