Finch & C°

A RARE COLLECTION OF AMAZONIAN FEATHER ADORNMENTS OF EXCEPTIONAL COLOUR AND CONDITION FROM THE URUBU
KAAPOR TRIBE, BRAZIL

ARARE COLLECTION OF AMAZONIAN FEATHER ADORMENTS OF EXCEPTIONAL COLOUR AND CONDITION FROMTHE
URUBU KAAPOR TRIBE, BRAZIL
19TH CENTURY
A AMAN'S CEREMONIAL DANCE CROVWN 'AKANGATAR' WITH COTTON DANGLERSWITH ATTACHED HUMMING BIRD
FEATHERS, MADE OF YELLOW OROPENDOLA FEATHERS. URUBU KAAPOR TRIBE. USED DURING NAVE GIVING
CEREMONIES.
SIZE: 35 CMHIGH 33 CMWIDE - 14 INS HIGH 13 INS WIDE
B. AMAN'S HARPY EAGLE BONE AND SCARLET MACAW PLUME NECKLACE. 'AWA- TUKANIWAR'. URUBU KAAPOR TRIBE.
USED DURING ANAVE GIMING CEREMONY
SIZE: 48 CMHIGH 30.5 CMWIDE - 19 INS HIGH 12 INS WIDE
C. AURUBU KAAPOR WOMENS NECKLACE TUKANIWAR' MADE OF HUMMING BIRD BREAST FEATHERS, SHELLBEADS AND
RED TOUCAN FEATHERS
SIZE: 63.5 CMLONG- 25 INS LONG
D. ATOUCAN FEATHER FRINGED ARMBAND 'LAPU-RUWA-DIWA URUBU KAAPOR TRIBE. THESE CAN BE WORN BY BOTH
MEN AND WONMEN
SIZE: 15 CMHIGH 28 CMWIDE - 6 INS HIGH 11 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

SINCE THE FIRST CONTACT BETWEEN EUROPEANS AND THE NEW WORLD FEATHERWORKS HAVE BEEN THE MOST
PRIZED OF ALL AVAZONIAN ARTISTRY. BRAZIL WAS CALLED THE 'LAND OF PARROTS' IN THE EARLY 1500'S AND
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS FIRST BROUGHT PARROTS BACK TO EUROPE IN 1493.

AVIAZONIAN FEATHERWORK WAS COLLECTED IN ALL MAJOR EUROPEAN CABINETS OF CURIOSITIES, AND ITS DECORATIVE
USE HAS BEEN ASTRONG INFLUENCE IN EUROPEAN FASHIONS SINCE THE 17TH CENTURY. FEATHERS ARE ATTRIBUTED
WITH SUPERNATURAL POWERS BY MANY OF THE AMAZONIAN TRIBES AND THEIR USE IN HEADDRESSES INDICATES THE
AGE, STATUS AND ETHNIC IDENTITY OF THE WEARER . THE URUBU KAAPOR ARE DESCENDANTS OF THE TUPI-NAVBA OF
COASTAL BRAZIL, SHOWN IN A16TH CENTURY WOODCUT DANCING IN FEATHER DIADEMS ( ANDRE THEVET, 1557 ). THEY



WERE MOSTLY DESTROYED BY THE COMBINED EFFECTS OF EUROPEAN DISEASES, MISSIONIZATION AND THE SLAVE
TRADE. HOWEVER, THE URUBU KAAPOR PRESERVED THE FEATHER WORKING TECHNIQUES OF THE COASTAL TUPI FROM
PRE-CONQUEST TIMES. PATICULAR TYPES OF ORNAVENTS WERE RESTRICTED TO EACH OF THE SEXES AND
FEATHERWORK WAS ONLY WORN ON IMPORTANT OR CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS.

PARROTS, TOUCANS AND MACAWS ARE ALL KEPT AS PETS AND SINGLE FEATHERS ARE OFTEN PLUCKED FROM THEM,
BUT GROMBACK EVEN MORE BRIGHTLY COLOURED THAN BEFORE.

IT IS IRONIC THAT WHAT MADE THE AMAZONIAN INDIAN APPEAR CULTURED TO HIMSELF; HIS PLETHORA OF FEATHERED
AND NATURAL ADORNMANETS AND THUS HIS LACK OF WHAT THE WEST CALLS 'PROPER CLOTHING, WAS PRECISELY
WHAT MADE HIMLOOK SAVAGE TO HIS EUROPEAN OPPRESSOR.



