Finch & C°

ARANELY CARVED 'BUGBEAR' COCONUT FLASK

AFINELY CARVED 'BUGBEAR' COCONUT FLASK WITH INSET BONE EYES PROFUSELY DECORATED WITH SEASNAKES AND
MONSTERS, FISH AND SEAWEEDS
PROBABLY ENGLISH OR AVERICAN
CIRCA 1800
SIZE : 13CMX9.5 CM
5INS X3%INS

LITERATURE

COCONUT FLASKS WERE MOST OFTEN CAVRED BY SAILORS VISITING THE TROPICS; EXAMPLES HAVE BEEN FOUND FROM
MEXICO, SOUTH AVERICA AND FROMTHE FRENCH POLYNESIAN ISLANDS, AND SOMETIMES CARVED IN THE EMPIRE
STYLE BY FRENCH PRISONERS OF WAR. ONE FROMMEXICO IN THE PINTO COLLECTION IS SIGNED PEDRO PERALTA

THEY VARY ENORMOUSLY IN THE QUALITY OF THE CARVED DECORATION FROMTHE VERY CRUDE TO THE VERY FINE AS
IN THIS EXAVPLE. THE CARVING IS USED TO ACCENTUATE THE 'BUGBEAR' MARKING, SOMETIVES INLAID WITH GLASS OR
BONE EYES AND WITH SILVER SPOUTS.



