
AN INDIAN STARRED TORTOISE SHELL WITH 17TH CENTURY EUROPEAN SILVER MOUNTS
A INDIAN STARRED TORTOISE SHELL ( GEOCHELONE ELEGANS ) WITH EUROPEAN ENGRAVED SILVER AND HINGED

MOUNTS
17TH CENTURY

SIZE : 12 CM LONG X 8 CM WIDE X 6.5 CM HIGH 
4¾ INS LONG X 3¼ INS WIDE X 2½ INS

 
LITERATURE

BEFORE THE ADVENT OF THE GRAND TOUR IN THE 18TH CENTURY, TRAVEL WAS RESTRICTED TO THOSE IN THE SERVICE
OF THE NAVY, TO IMMIGRANTS WHO WOULD NEVER RETURN, TO THOSE MERCHANTS WHO WERE WILLING TO RISK ALL
TO FIND EXOTIC MERCHANDISE, TO THOSE FEW EXPLORERS WHO FOUND STRANGE LANDS, AND TO THOSE WEALTHY

AND POWERFUL FEW WHO COULD PREVAIL UPON LOCAL DIGNITARIES TO PUT THEM UP IN RELATIVE LUXURY.
THIS INDIAN STARRED TORTOISE SHELL WOULD HAVE FOUND A READY MARKET IN THE EUROPE OF THE TIME WHERE

SUCH THINGS WERE UNSEEN BIZARRE RARITIES THAT SPOKE OF FAR LANDS, OF SPICES, SILKS AND JEWELS, AND
UNTOLD OTHER SINGULAR AND MYSTERIOUS EASTERN LUXURIES.

 


