
A PUNUK , BERING SEA ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY HANDLE OF A POLAR BEAR
A PUNUK, BERING SEA ESKIMO CARVED WALRUS IVORY HANDLE IN THE FORM OF A POLAR BEAAR

CIRCA 500 AD TO 1200 AD
SIZE : 9 CM LONG X 4 CM HIGH
3½ INS LONG X 1½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE COASTS AND ISLANDS OF THE BERING STRAIT WHICH DIVIDES THE SIBERIAN AND ALASKAN MAINLANDS, HAS
SUPPORTED A SERIES OF SOPHISTICATED ESKIMO CULTURES FROM THE 4TH CENTURY BC TO THE 13TH CENTURY AD.
THE ANCIENT PEOPLES SUBSISTED MAINLY ON SEA MAMMALS SUCH AS WALRUS AND SEAL WHICH MIGRATED THROUGH
THE STRAIT WITH THE SEASONS. THIS STABLE FOOD SOURCE ENABLED THEM TO DEVELOP A COMPLEX RELIGION AND A

UNIQUE ARTISTIC STYLE. THEIR WALRUS IVORY CARVINGS, LIKE THIS BEAR HANDLE, HAVE SURVIVED DUE TO THE
PRESERVATIVE EFFECT OF THE PERMA FROST IN WHICH THEY BECOME LOST OR BURIED. ESKIMO CARVINGS ARE

ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE AMOUNG THE FINEST ART EVER PRODUCED BY HUNTING PEOPLES.

 


