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LITERATURE

THE FISRT INDICATION OF AFRICA'S CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC RICHES CAME FROM ARAB SCHOLARS. AT THE END OF
THE 8TH CENTURY A GEOGRAPHER, AL FAZARI, WORKING AT THE COURT OF THE CALIPH OF BAGHDAD TALKED OF THE

KINGDOM OF GHANA.
ALTHOUG EUROPE KNEW OF THE COMMERCE AND RICHES OF THE KINGDOMS OF BLACK AFRICA, ACCESS TO THESE
MARKETS WAS DENIED BY THE ISLAMIC POWERS OF NORTH AFRICA. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE PORTUGUESE VASCO DA

GAMA, FINALLY ROUNDED THE SOUTHERN TIP OF AFRICA IN 1498 AND ENTERED THE INDIAN OCEAN THAT A WHOLE NEW
TRADING WORLD WAS OPENED UP.

THIS 1861 MAP OF AFRICA IS AN INTERESTING INSIGHT AND INDICATION OF THE LACK OF EUROPEAN COLONIAL
KNOWLEDGE OF THE INTERIOR OF AFRICA; SOMETHING THAT WOULD SIGNIFICANTLY CHANGE WITHIN THE RELATIVELY

SHORT SPACE OF THE NEXT 100 YEARS.

 


