
A FINE SONGE WOOD POWER FIGURE
A FINE SMALL SONGE WOOD POWER FIGURE 'NKISI' DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO. FINE OLD BROWN PATINA.

THE PROTRUDING ABDOMEN WITH PLUG, THE FETISH MATERIAL REMOVED FROM THE HEAD
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 18 CM HIGH
7 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

A SONGE FETISH FIGURE WAS EMPOWERED TO ENSURE THE WELL BEING OF AN INDIVIDUAL, A FAMILY OR A WHOLE
COMMUNITY. THEY WERE CARVED IN A WIDE RANGE OF SIZES AND SMALL FIGURES SUCH AS THIS ONE SERVED
THENEEDS OF AN INDIVIDUAL WHILST LARGE POWER FIGURES, UP TO 3 FEET HIGH, SERVED THE COMMUNITY.

THE FIGURES WOULD PROTECT ITS PEOPLE AGAINST INFERTILITY, ILLNESS, SORCERY AND WAR AND WOULD PRESERVE
TERRATORIAL CLAIMS. THEY WERE CONSIDERED DANGEROUS AND COULD ONLY BE MOVED BY SPECIALISTS THROUGH

THE MEANS OF PUSHING WITH STICKS OR POLES. THE DEATH OF A RITUAL SPECIALIST WHO HAD FURNISHED THE
FIGURE WITH ITS POWER WOULD RENDER IT INEFFECTUAL AND ALL OF ITS EMPOWERING MATERIALS WOULD BE

REMOVED.

 


