
A FINE NORTH-EASTERN SHONA, BARWE-TONGA, ZIMBAWE, BORDERS OF MOZAMBIQUE, CARVED WOOD MEN'S HEADREST
'MUTSAGO'

A FINE NORTH-EASTERN SHONA, BARWE-TONGA, ZIMBABWE, BORDERS OF MOZAMBIQUE, CARVED WOOD MEN'S
HEADREST 'MUTSAGO'

19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 11.5 CM HIGH, 14.5 CM WIDE, 6.5 CM DEEP 

4½ INS HIGH, 5¾ INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THIS BEAUTIFUL HEADREST HAS A FINE PATINA AND TWO VERY THINLY CARVED CENTRAL SUPPORTING PILLARS WHICH
ARE QUITE DISTINCT AND DIFFERENT FROM THE EASTERN AREA SHONA HEADRESTS. THE PILLAR IS SEPARATED BY A

SMALL HORIZONTAL ROD WHICH ALSO INDICATES IT IS FROM THE BARWE-TONGA, A TSONGA-SPEAKING PEOPLE,
RELATED TO THE SHONA, OF THE NORTH EASTERN AREA.

THESE HEADRESTS WERE OWNED BY MEN AND WERE OFTEN BURIED WITH THEM AS THEY WERE REGARDED AS PART
OF THEIR SPIRITUAL BEING, AS WELL AS A SYMBOL OF STATUS.

 


