
A FINE AND COMPLETE FOSSIL 'ARCTICA' SHELL
A FINE AND COMPLETE FOSSIL 'ARCTICA' SHELL

CRETACEOUS PERIOD 150-100 MILLION YEARS OLD 
SIZE : 13CM ACROSS - 5 INCHES ACROSS

 
LITERATURE

KNOWN AS THE ICELAND COCKLE THE FOSSIL DISTRIBUTION OF THIS SHELL IS AN INDICATION OF COLD WATER
CONDITIONS. THE NUMEROUS GROWTH LINES ON THIS SPECIMEN SHOWS ITS GREAT AGE BEFORE FOSSSILIZATION.

HIPPOCRATES STUDIED THE FIRST FOSSIL TO BE RECORDED IN HISTORY. ARISTOTLE (384-322 BC) WAS AMOUNG THE
GREEKS, AND LATER THE ROMANS AND ARABS, WHO COLLECTED AND WONDERED OVER FOSSILS. 

IN THE 15TH CENTURY LEONARDO DA VINCI CAME ACROSS NUMEROUS FOSSIL DEPOSITS WHILST SUPERVISING THE
WORK ON A CANAL IN NORTHERN ITALY. IN LATER LIFE HE WROTE MANY NOTES ON THESE FOSSILS, LAYING THE

FOUNDATIONS FOR THE BIRTH OF FOSSIL COLLECTING AS A SCIENCE.
THE FIRST CABINET OF FOSSILS WAS PUT TOGETHER BY GREORGIUS AGRICOLA (1494-1555) WHO COINED THE TERM

'FOSSIL', ALTHOUGH HE USED THIS TERM FOR EVERYTHING HE DUG OUT OF THE EARTH. IT TOOK ANOTHER 300 YEARS
FOR THE WORD TO BE RESTRICTED TO MEAN THE REMAINS OF PREHISTORIC ANIMALS AND PLANTS FOUND IN ROCKS

AND SEDIMENTS.

 


