
A RARE AND UNUSUAL PAIR OF PRESERVED SIAMESE PIGS
A RARE AND UNUSUAL PAIR OF PRESERVED SIAMESE PIGS

19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 30.5 CM HIGH

12 INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

PETER THE GREAT OF RUSSIA ESTABLISHED IN THE 18TH CENTURY ONE OF THE FINEST COLLECTIONS OF NATURAL
HISTORY WHICH NOW FORMS THE BASIS OF THE ST PETERSBURG MUSEUM COLLECTION. IN DECIDING WHAT TO
COLLECT FOR HIS KUNSTKAMMER, HE SOUGHT THE ADVICE OF LEIBNIZ WHO IN 1708 REPLIED : 'SUCH A CABINET

SHOULD CONTAIN ALL SIGNIFICANT THINGS AND RARITIES CREATED BY NATURE AND MAN. PARTICULARLY NEEDED ARE
STONES, METALS, MINERALS, WILD PLANTS, AND THEIR ARTIFICIAL COPIES, THAT IS PRODUCTS OF HUMAN CULTIVATION,

ANIMALS BOTH STUFFED AND PRESERVED ...'
HIS KUNSTKAMMER WAS MEANT TO STUN, MORE THAN TO ORDER OR SYSTEMATIZE. PERHAPS HIS WEIRDEST AND MOST
GRUESOME DISPLAY WAS HIS COLLECTION OF HUMAN TEETH ALL PERSONALLY PILLED BY HIM, AS HE FANCIED HIMSELF
A DENTIST. HE WOULD OFTEN DEMAND THIS SACRIFICE OF A MEMBER OF THE COURT OR EVEN OF A STRANGER PASSING

BY.
HIS COLLECTION OF EXQUISITELY PRESERVED BABIES MAY NOW REPRESENT AN ALIEN AESTHETIC, BUT IN THE 18TH

CENTURY DEATH WAS A PERSISTENT GUEST AT THE PARTY, AND A COMPANION OF ALL AGES AND CLASSES, AND THUS
TO UNDERSTAND DEATH AND DISFIGURATION AND DISTANCE YOURSELF FROM IT, OBJECTS SUCH AS THESE WERE

MADE INTO ART FORMS. THESE OBJECTS BOTH DISTURB AND INSTRUCT.

 


