Finch & C°

AHANEIVORY VANITAS ROSARY BEAD IN THE FORM OF A SKULL

AFINE IVORY VANITAS ROSARY BEAD IN THE FORMOF ASKULL
GERMAN
17TH CENTURY
SIZE : 5 CMHIGH X4 CMDEEP X3 CMWIDE
2 INS HIGH X1%2INS DEEP X174 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THERE IS AN ANCIENT ROMAN SAYING 'MORS CERTA HORTAINCERTA : DEATH IS CERTAIN, THE HOUR UNCERTAIN.
THE SKULL BEAD ON THE ROSARY WAS USED AS AN ADMONITORY SYMBOL AND AN OBJECT OF DEVOTIONAL MEDITATION.
DURING PRAYER IT WAS ASYMBOL OF CHRISTIAN REMORSE AND PENITENCE, AREMINDER TO PRAY FOR SALVATION, AND

AWARNING THAT MAN IS NOT DIMNE AND CANNOT ESCAPE HIS IRREVOCABLE FATE, THAT ALL EARTHLY LIFE IS
TRANSIENT.
'MEMENTO MORI'.



