
A RARE HURON, LORETTE, GREAT LAKES REGION KNIFE SHEATH
A RARE HURON, LORETTE, GREAT LAKES REGION DEER HIDE KNIFE SHEATH. DECORATED BLACK STROUD BORDER IN

COLOURED MOOSE HAIR IN TYPICAL FLORAL DESIGNS. RED STROUD BORDERS WITH TIN CONE AND DYED HAIR TASSLES
WITH GLASS BEADS 

CIRCA 1800-1830
SIZE : 28.5 CM LONG X 7 CM WIDE 

11¼ INS LONG X 2¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

BY 1800 THE INDIANS OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION HAD BEEN ENGAGED IN TRADE WITH EUROPEANS FOR OVER 200
YEARS. IN THE 17TH CENTURY, FRENCH URSULINE NUNS CAME TO THE CANADIAN MISSIONS AND BROUGHT WITH THEM
THE EUROPEAN TRADITION OF SILK FLOSS EMBROIDERY WHICH THEY TAUGHT TO THE HURON, IROQUOIS AND OTHER

NATIVE GIRLS. BEFORE LONG, THE NUNS BEGAN USING DYED MOOSE HAIR LONG USED BY THE INDIANS IN PLACE OF THE
EXPENSIVE FRENCH SILK. NATIVE EMBROIDERERS WERE LIKEWISE INFLUENCED BY THE NUNS FLORAL DESIGNS,

DERIVED FROM FRENCH RENAISSANCE EMBROIDERY PATTERNS, AND THE RESULTING OBJECTS PRODUCED BY THIS
HYBRID AESTHETIC BECAME THE BASIS OF A LUCRATIVE COTTAGE INDUSTRY IN THE LATE 18TH AND EARLY 19TH

CENTURIES, WHICH PROVIDED AN IMPORTANT SOURCE OF INCOME FOR THE HURON AND OTHER GREAT LAKES TRIBES.
BY THE 1820'S BRITISH MADE SHEFFIELD KNIVES WERE IN COMMON USE AND THIS SHEATH WOULD HAVE BEEN MADE TO

ACCOMMODATE A STEEL TRADE KNIFE WORN ON A BELT.

 


