
A RARE FIJIAN HEADREST 'KALI NI BITU'
A RARE FIJIAN HEADREST 'KALI NI BITU'. THE BAMBOO TOP WITH WOODEN FEET FASTENED ON WITH PLAITED COIR

SINNET
19TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 12 CM HIGH X 28 CM WIDE
4¾ INS HIGH X 11 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

BARON ANATOLE VON HUGEL IN HIS FIJI JOURNALS 1875 TO 1877 (PAGE 55), RECORDS THAT 'THE PEN OCCUPIED BY THE
ELDER OF THE CHIEFS, WHO BY THE WAY APPEARS TO BE THE ONLY ONE IN CONSTANT RESIDENCE, WAS SMALL, AND

PLACED IN THE RIGHT HAND CORNER OF THE HOUSE WITH A SMALL DOORWAY 'TABUED' FOR HIS USE. THE FURNITURE
CONSISTED OF A MAT, A "KALI" (HEADREST) AND A COCONUT "BILO" (DRINKING CUP) : A SMALL NICELY FINISHED CLUB OF

THE ROOT KIND ...'
A SIMILAR EXAMPLE TO THIS ONE IS ILLUSTRATED IN THE OLDMAN CATALOGUE NO. 115 VOL 1X NO. 4.

 


