Finch & C°

A CELTIC CARVED FOSSIL LIMESTONE HEAD OF A DHTY

ACELTIC CARVED FOSSIL LIMESTONE HEAD OF ADEITY
LATE IRON AGE
2ND CENTURYBC - 1ST CENTURY BC
SIZE : 13 CMHIGH X9 CMWIDE X11.5 CMDEEP
5 INS HIGH X 32 INS WIDE X472 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

"...THE IMAGES OF GODS, GRIMAND RUDE, WERE UNCOUTH BLOCKS, FORMED OF FELLED TREE TRUNKS ... THEIR MERE
ANTIQUITY AND THE GHASTLY HUE OF THE ROTTEN TIMBER STRUCK TERROR ... THE PEOPLE NEVER RESORTED
THITHER TO WORSHIP AT CLOSE QUARTERS, BUT LEFT THE PLACE TO THE GODS.!'

LUCAN, AROMAN PEOT WRITINGABOUT ASACRED GROVE DESTROYED BY CAESAR IN GAUL IN HIS POEM'PHARSALIA.
RITUAL IS OF THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO THE STUDY OF CELTIC ART AND MOST OF THE OBJECTS THAT HAVE BEEN
FOUND HAVE BEEN BURIED OR DEPOSITED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SOME RITUAL. THIS HEAD IS OF TYPICAL CELTIC FORM
WITH AMENACING AND FEROCIOUS STARE EMANATING FROM CRUDELY CARVED SOCKETLESS EYES.

IT WAS SAID BY THE HISTORIAN RODNEY LEGG, THAT THIS HEAD IS THAT OF ONE OF THE 'DUMNONII, AN ANCIENT CELTIC
TRIBE, AND THAT SUCH HEADS WERE ON DISPLAY OUTSIDE PUBLIC TEMPLES THROUGHOUT THE IRON AGE.

THE ROMAN DIODORUS SIRCULUS, REMARKED THAT THE CELTS HAD AGREAT REVERENCE FOR THE POWER OF THE
HEAD. THEY EMBALMED DISTINGUISHED CAPTURED ENEMES' HEADS IN CEDAR OIL AND PRESERVED THEMTO DISPLAY
WITH PRIDE TO STRANGERS. THUS FOR ACELT TO OVWN AND DISPLAY AN IMPORTANT HEAD WAS TO RETAIN AND
CONTROL THE POWER OF THE DEAD PERSON, WHICH WAS THE INHERITANCE OF THE LINEAGE. PERHAPS THESE STONE
HEADS PERFORMED A SIMLAR FUNCTION.



