
A RARE AND LARGE NEOLITHIC STONE BATTLE AXE-HAMMER PROBABLY DANISH
A RARE AND LARGE NEOLITHIC STONE BATTLE AXE-HAMMER, PROBABLY DANISH

CIRCA 3500-3000 BC
SIZE : 26 CM HIGH X 9 CM WIDE X 7.5 CM DEEP

10¼ INS HIGH X 3½ INS WIDE X 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THESE MAGNIFICENT STONE AXES ARE ILLUSTRATIVE OF AN EMERGING SOCIETY WHOSE SELF IMAGE WAS ONE OF
WARFARE RATHER THAN ONE OF WORK. THEY HAVE BEEN FOUND IN THE MALE GRAVES OF THE 'CORDED WARE

CULTURE' WHICH INCLUDED DENMARK AND STRETCHED FROM SWITZERLAND TO MOSCOW. UNLIKE THEIR
PREHISTORIC FOREBEARS WHO LIVED IN LARGE COMMUNAL VILLAGE FARMING GROUPS, THEY WERE OUTSIDERS LIVING

ON THE MARGINS OF EXISTING CULTURES. THEY WERE A SEMI-NOMADIC PEOPLE OF SMALL, MORE FLUID, SOCIAL
GROUPING WHERE LIVESTOCK RATHER THAN LAND WAS THE BASIS FOR WEALTH, AND ARTEFACTS SUCH AS THIS AXE,

WERE SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY AND POWER. THEIR DEAD NO LONGER JOINED AN ANONYMOUS COMMUNITY OF
ANCESTORS, BUT WERE BURIED AS PERSONALITIES SHOWING OFF THEIR PERSONAL POSITION AND EQUIPMENT OF LIFE.

 


