
A FON, REPUBLIC OF BENIN, CARVEDWOOD REPRESENTATION OFFERTORY BOWL AND COVER
A FON, REPUBLIC OF BENIN, CARVED WOOD REPRESENTATION OFFERATORY BOWL AND COVER, WITH LABEL ON THE LID

READING : 'TEMPLE OFFERTORY BOWL FROM DAHOMEY, AFRICA'
LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 24 CM HIGH X 18 CM DEEP 
9½ INS HIGH X 7 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

FON FIGURES ARE OFTEN CARVED BY THE YORUBA OR BY YORUBA-TRAINED ARTISTS AND THEIR INFLUENCE IS FOUND
THROUGHOUT FON ART. THE VARIOUS WARS BETWEEN THE FON AND THE YORUBA PEOPLES HELPED SUCH

INFLUENCES TO TAKE ROOT THROUGH THE ARRIVAL AND MAINTENANCE OF YORUBA ARTISTS AND DIVINERS IN THE FON
KINGDOM OF ABOMEY WHERE THEY PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE AT THE ROYAL COURT. THIS FINE CARVING OF A

MOTHER AND CHILD DISPLAYS AN OBVIOUS SIMILARITY TO THE TRADITIONAL IFA OFFERING AND DIVINATION BOWLS OF
THE YORUBA.

IFA IS A COMPLEX SYSTEM OF DIVINATION AND WORSHIP THAT ORIGINATED IN IFE IN NIGERIA AND BOTH THE FON AND
THE YORUBA CONSIDER THIS CITY AS THEIR RELIGIOUS CAPITAL.

 


