
A RARE TIBETAN HALF HUMAN SKULL LIBATION BOWL ON PAINTED BONE STAND WITH VELLUM LABEL
A RARE TIBETAN HALF HUMAN SKULL LIBATION BOWL ON PAINTED BONE STAND WITH OLD VELLUM LABEL : 'CHU-KYUK =
TIBETAN LIVATION BOWL. STANDS FILLED WITH BLOOD (FORMERLY HUMAN) NEAR THE ALTAR IN A GOMPO FROM LAMA OF

LOPCHU MUNGPU, D.H.RY: MARCH 1905. SIKKIM, INDIA.'
19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 17CM DIA. X 14 CM X 11.5 CM HIGH 
6¾ INS DIA. X 5½ INS X 4½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE ESSENCE OF TIBETAN ART IS ITS ICONOGRAPHY. EVERY FEATURE HAS A CLEAR AND RECOGNISED MEANING IN
BUDDHIST DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE. THE SKULL CUP, OFTEN FULL OF BLOOD, REPRESENTS THE OFFERING OR THE
SURRENDERING OF LIFE ENERGY. THE HUMAN SKELETON PLAYS A POSITIVE PART IN TIBET. IT IS NOT THE WESTERN
IMAGE OF THE ONE AND ONLY END. BUDDHISM TEACHES THAT ALL BEINGS DIE MANY TIMES OVER TO BE REBORN TO

NEW EXISTENCES FULL OF NEW POSSIBILITIES. DEATH IS THEREFORE A POWERFUL AND UNIVERSAL AGENT OF
TRANSFORMATION AND SPIRITUAL PROGRESS WHICH ONLY THE FOOLISH NEAD FEAR. BUDDHISTS TREAT BONES
WHOSE OWNERS HAVE DIED AS IMBUED WITH SUPERNATURAL POWER. THIS SKULL CUP ALSO HAS THE UNUSUAL

ADDITION OF A PAINTED BONE STAND.

 


