
AN UNSUAL TIN SPECIMEN FROM AUSTRALIA CONTAINED IN ITS ORIGINAL BOX
AN UNSUAL TIN SPECIMEN FROM AUSTRALIA CONTAINED IN ITS ORIGINAL TRAVELLING BOX WITH OLD LABEL 

SIZE : 27 CM H X 16.5 CM DIA.
10½ INS H X 6½ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

TIN IS QUITE A RARE NATURAL ELEMENT OCCURRING CHIEFLY IN THE MINERAL CASSITERITE. THE EARLIEST WORKINGS
FOR TIN MUST HAVE BEEN AMONG THE DETRITAL MATERIAL ON HILLSIDES AND THE ALLUVIAL GRAVELS IN THE LOWER
REACHES OF RIVERS. FROM THESE ORE-RICH PEBBLES AND ROCK FRAGMENTS TIN WOULD HAVE BEEN RECOVERED.
THE FIRST USE OF TIN PROBABLY COINCIDED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRUDE SMELTING METHODS FOR MAKING
TOOLS AND WEAPONS OUT OF BRONZE, WHICH IS AN ALLOY OF COPPER AND TIN, IN THE ERA KNOWN AS THE BRONZE

AGE.
THERE WERE VERY FEW SIZABLE DEPOSITS OF TIN IN THE ANCIENT WORLD AND THE VALUE OF THE METAL FOR MAKING

BRONZE LED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TRADING ROUTES BETWEEN SOUTHWEST ENGLAND AND VARIOUS GREEK AND
LATER ROMAN CENTRES BY ABOUT 1500 BC.

THE GREEK HISTORIAN, HERODOTUS IN 440 BC GAVE THE FIRST ACCOUNT OF THE TIN TRADE IN THE WEST STAING: 'NOR
HAVE I ANY KNOWLEDGE OF TIN ISLANDS (CASSITERIDES) WHENCE OUR TIN IS BROUGHT.'

 


