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LITERATURE

FRANK A RINEHART WAS THE BROTHER OF PHOTOGRAPHER A.E RINEHART AND WAS BROUGHT UP TO LEARN THE
TRADE OF A WESTERN FRONTIER CAMERAMAN. IN 1878 HE BECAME A PARTNER IN A PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO IN DENVER,

COLORADO, WITH WILLIAM HENRY JACKSON, THE FAMOUS PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE AMERICAN WEST. IN 1886 HE
MARRIED THE STUDIO RECEPTIONIST AND MOVED TO OMAHA, NEBRASKA WHERE HE OPENED HIS OWN STUDIO

SPECIALISING IN COMMERCIAL PORTRAITS.
IN 1898 HE BECAME THE OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI AND INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION IN

OMAHA. IN A GALLERY AT THE EXPOSITION HE AND HIS ASSISTANT ADOLF MUHR PHOTOGRAPHED OVER 500 MEMBERS OF
SUCH TRIBES AS THE KOOTENAI AND SALISH FLATHEADS THAT WERE IN OMAHA FOR AN INDIAN CONGRESS. 

THE UNITED STATES BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY CONTRACTED FOR A COMPLETE SET AND RINEHART
COPYRIGHTED ANOTHER SET. MANY OF THESE IMAGES HAVE NOW BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO ADOLF F MUHR WHO WORKED
FOR RINEHART AT THE TIME. IN 1903, AFTER CONTESTING THE COPYRIGHT, MUHR LEFT TO WORK FOR EDWARD CURTIS.

RHINEHARTS IMAGES OF A VANISHING PEOPLE IN THEIR CEREMONIAL DRESS, IN STAGED SETTINGS, ROMANATICISE A
CULTURE ON THE VERGE OF BECOMING A MYTH. HOWEVER THESE PHOTOGRAPHS CONSTITUTE ONE OF THE BEST

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTS OF NATIVE PEOPLES AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY.
AS SUSAN SONTAG OBSERVES, PHOTOGRAPHS '..... ARE INDEED ABLE TO USURP REALITY'.

F AND A.E RINEHART WERE THE SONS OF JOHN BYERS RINEHART AND MARY COOLY RINEHART, WHEN THEN MOVED TO
DENVER IN THE 1870'S THEY BOTH STUDIED WITH WILLIAM HENRY JACKSON. A.E RINEHART IS BURIED IN THE FAMILY

PLOT IN DENVER WITH HIS PARENTS, AND FRANK IS BURIED IN OMAHA NEBRASKA WITH HIS WIFE AND TWO DAUGHTERS.

 


