
AN AUSTRAL ISLANDS CEREMONIAL PADDLE CARVED FROM 'TAMAU' WOOD
AN AUSTRAL ISLANDS CEREMONIAL PADDLE CARVED FROM ‘TAMAU’ WOOD COVERED WITH 

INCISED GEOMETRIC DESIGNS, THE FLARING CIRCULAR TERMINAL WITH SEVEN STYLISED HUMAN
FIGURES 

FINE OLD DARK AND SHINY PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 98 CM LONG – 38½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

ANDERSON ON COOK'S 3RD VOYAGE ( BEAGLEHOLE 1967 II : 970 ) OBSERVED THAT THE CANOES OF 'TUPUA'I' WERE
'MANAGED WITH SMALL PADDLES WHOSE BLADES WERE NEARLY ROUND'. HOWEVER, IN 1891 STOLPE NOTES THAT THE

DECORATED PADDLES ARE TOO FRAIL FOR PRACTICAL USE AND CONCLUDES THAT THEY MUST HAVE HISTORICALLY HAD
A CEREMONIAL PURPOSE POSSIBLY IN DANCES. DESPITE THE DEMAND FOR THESE PADDLES BY EARLY COLLECTORS OF

EXOTIC CURIOSITIES LITTLE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AS TO THEIR ORIGINAL USE.
BY THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY THE PADDLES WERE MADE OFTEN WITH LONGER HANDLES AND LARGER BLADES, IN
RESPONSE TO A GROWING DEMAND FROM PASSING WHALING SHIPS AND VOYAGERS, BUT AS EVIDENCED BY ANDERSON,

THE AUSTRAL ISLANDS PADDLE'S GENERAL FORM AND DECORATION IS TRADITIONAL, AND WAS NOT SOLELY A
RESPONSE TO A READY TOURIST MARKET.

 


