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TWO NEW ZEALAND MAORI JADE EAR PENDANTS ‘KURU’

CARVED FROM ‘TOTOWEKA’ OR ‘BLOOD OF WEKA BIRD’ JADE
19TH CENTURY 

SIZE : 13.5 CM LONG – 5¼ INS LONG AND 12CM LONG – 4¾ INS RESPECTIVELY

 
LITERATURE

THESE BEAUTIFUL NEPHRITE EAR PENDANTS WERE WORN BY BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, USUALLY IN ONE EAR ONLY.
MAORI TREASURES, INCLUDING ORNAMENTS, AS WELL AS WEAPONS, HOUSES AND CANOES HAD THEIR OWN PERSONAL

NAME. A CONNECTION WAS THEREBY MAINTAINED WITH THE REVERED ANCESTORS WHO HAD CREATED OR OWNED
THEM. NAMED TREASURES ARE KNOWN AS 'TAONGA' AND ARE REMEMBERED IN SONGS AND LEGENDS EVEN LONG

AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN LOST.

 


