
A RARE FIJIAN BARBED SPEAR OR JAVELIN 'SOKILAKI'
A RARE FIJIAN BARBED SPEAR OR JAVELIN ‘SOKILAKI’ THE SIX TIERS OF THE LONG FLARED BARBS 

LEADING TO A SPEAR POINT 
INSCRIBED WITH THE NUMBER 1296 TO THE SHAFT 

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 117 CM LONG, 9 CM DIA ( MAX ) – 46 INS LONG, 3½ INS DIA

 
LITERATURE

A GREAT VARIETY OF FIJIAN SPEARS AND JAVELINS WERE MADE, SOME OFTEN UP TO 15 FEET LONG. CARVED OUT OF
SINGLE SPURS OF DENSE HARDWOOD THEIR FORMS ARE BOTH ORNAMENTAL AND FUNCTIONAL. USED IN BATTLE PRIOR

TO CLOSE COMBAT THEY WERE EITHER THRUST AS A PIKE OR THROWN AS A JAVELIN SOMETIMES OVER LONG
DISTANCES WITH THE AID OF A CORD OR THROWING STICK. THE DEADLIEST OF ALL FIJIAN WEAPONS, WILLIAMS WRITING

IN 1858 DESCRIBED ONE TYPE AS BEING CALLED 'THE PRIEST IS TOO LATE' !.
THE LONG HEAVY JAVELINS OFTEN LOST THEIR SHAFTS WHEN COLLECTED BY EUROPEANS TO ENABLE THEIR

TRANSPORTATION HOME.

 


