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A BAULE, IVORY COAST CEREMONIAL SCULPTURE OF A LEOPARD WITH ITS YOUNG
ABAULE, IVORY COAST CEREMONIAL SCULPTURE OF ALEOPARD WITH ITS YOUNG

‘SIKABLAWA WOOD WITH TRACES OF GOLD FOIL

LATE 19TH CENTURY — EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE : 25 CMLONG, 9.5 CMHIGH, 5 CMWIDE — 9% INS LONG, 372 INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THE LEOPARD IS CAREFULLY CARVED WITH CROSS HATCHING AND GEOMETRIC PATTERNS WHICH CREATE AFACETED
SURFACE THAT WHEN COVERED WITH GOLD FOIL PRODUCES AN INTERESTING PLAY OF LIGHT. USED AS CEREMONIAL
REGALIAAT THE COURTS OF BOTH THE AKAN AND BAULE RULERS THE FIGURES REPRESENT ANIMALS ENDOWED WITH
SYMBOLIC MEANINGS OR QUALITIES RULERS WANTED TO HAVE ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR NAVES. THIS SCULPTURE
COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN ON THE TOP OF THE CHIEFS PARASOL OR ON ACROWN.

THE ORIGIN OF THESE FIGURES IS REFERRED TO BY GARRARD IN HIS ESSAY IN 'GOLD OF AFRICA. HE DESCRIBES THE
USE OF EUROPEAN BATONS BROUGHT TO THE GOLD COAST BY MERCHANTS IN THE 17TH CENTURY AND GIVEN TO
CHIEFS AND DIGNITARIES. ORIGINALLY CROWNED WITH EUROPEAN SILVER PLATED FIGURINES TOWARDS THE END OF
THE 19TH CENTURY THEY BEGAN TO BE DECORATED WITH INDIGENOUS FINE WOODEN CARVINGS COVERED IN GOLD
LEAF.



