
A RARE FOSSILISED SKELETON OF A NEUSTICOSAURUS, A MARINE AQUATIC DINOSAUR
A RARE FOSSILISED SKELETON OF A NEUSTICOSAURUS, A MARINE AQUATIC DINOSAUR

LIVING IN THE MID TO LATE TRIASSIC PERIOD
APPROX. 250 – 203 MILLION YEARS OLD 

SIZE : 16CM HIGH, 25 CM WIDE, 1.5 CM DEEP – 6¼ INS HIGH, 9¾ INS WIDE, ½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE SAUROPTERYGIANS WERE A GROUP OF MARINE REPTILES THAT EVOLVED DURING THE TRIASSIC. THE MOST
FAMOUS MEMBERS OF THE GROUP WERE THE PLESIOSAURS. NEUSTICOSAURUS WAS A SMALL AMPHIBIOUS PREDATORY

SAUROPTERYGIAN THAT LIVED IN THE SHALLOW SEAS OF TRIASSIC EUROPE WHERE IT HUNTED INVERTEBRATES AND
FISH. FOSSILS OF BABIES PRESERVED WITHOUT EGGSHELLS SUGGEST THAT THESE REPTILES MAY HAVE GIVEN BIRTH

TO LIVE YOUNG.
THE SMALL LIGHTLY BUILT SKULL, ITS LONG SLENDER BODY, SHORT LIMBS, AND THE STREAMLINING AND

SIMPLIFICATION OF ITS UPPER LIMB BONES SHOW ITS PREFERENCE FOR LIVING IN WATER.

 


