
A RARE MARSHAL ISLANDS, MICRONESIA, TROLLING LURE HOOK
A RARE MARSHAL ISLANDS, MICRONESIA, TROLLING LURE HOOK 

PEARL SHELL SHANK AND PIERCED POINT, HACKLE AND BINDING OF FIBRE STRANDS, 
TWISTED FIBRE SNOOD 

19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 11.5 CM LONG – 4½ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

OUTRIGGER CANOES HAVE BEEN USED FOR CENTURIES IN MICRONESIA. TRADITIONALLY FISHING EXPEDITIONS
REQUIRED SEVERAL NIGHTS SPENT AT SEA AND STRONGER CANOES WERE BUILT FOR THIS PURPOSE. MARSHAL

ISLANDERS CANOES ARE SUPERB EXAMPLES OF SHELL TOOL CRAFTSMANSHIP AND THEIR NAVIGATION WAS HIGHLY
SKILLED. THE MARSHALLESE USED SEA 'CHARTS' AS AN AIDE MEMOIRE MADE OF A FRAMEWORK OF STICKS WITH SMALL

SHELLS ATTACHED TO INDICATE ISLAND POSITIONS. 
THEY EXCELLED IN EVERYDAY CRAFTSMANSHIP AND THESE TROLLING LURE HOOKS HAVE A DISTINCTIVE FORM NOT

FOUND ELSEWHERE.

 


