
A SOUTH EAST AFRICAN WOODEN STAFF CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF A HOUND
A SOUTH EAST AFRICAN WOODEN STAFF CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF A HOUND AND 

AN ENTWINED SNAKE 
PROBABLY NORTH NGUNI OR TSONGA 

LATE 19TH CENTURY – EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 86.5 CM LONG – 34 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THIS STAFF WAS MADE FOR THE COLONIAL MARKET IN SOUTHERN AFRICA WHERE A STRONG EUROPEAN DEMAND FOR
FIGURATIVE SCULPTURE PRODUCED CARVINGS OF NO REAL INDIGENOUS TRIBAL USE, BUT AFFORDED A PREVIOUSLY

UNKNOWN SOURCE OF INCOME. THE NUMBER OF 'CURIOS' MADE DRAMATICALLY INCREASED WITH THE INFLUX OF
BRITISH SOLDIERS INTO THE COLONY AND MANY OF THESE OBJECTS WERE TAKEN AS 'MEMENTOES' BACK TO EUROPE,

WHERE THEY ARE NOW, ONCE AGAIN, COMPETITIVELY SOUGHT OUT.

 


