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THE LID ENGRAVED WITH A CHINAMAN AND DUTCHMAN SMOKING LONG CLAY PIPES BEFORE A HAIRY PAW FOOTED TABLE
BEHIND WHICH STANDS A EUROPEAN CROWNED DIGNITARY. TO THE SIDE A CHINESE MERCHANT WITH HIS WARES

LOOKS ON.
THE INTERIOR OF THE LID ENGRAVED WITH AN OLD INSCRIPTION IN DUTCH
THE MOTHER OF PEARL BASE ENGRAVED WITH CHINESE BOATS ON A RIVER 

QING DYNASTY ( 18TH CENTURY ) 
SIZE : 3.5 CM HIGH, 12 CM WIDE, 7 CM DEEP – 1¼ INS HIGH, 4¾ INS WIDE, 2¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

MOTHER OF PEARL WAS A FAVOURITE MEDIUM FOR THE CHINESE EXPORT WORKSHOPS OF CANTON AND SHANGHAI.
SUPPLIES WERE BROUGHT FROM THE PERSIAN GULF, THE INDIAN COASTS AND THE ISLANDS OF THE INDIAN

ARCHIPELAGO. AT THAT TIME IT COST $12 - $15 A PICUL IN ITS ROUGH STATE.
THE LUSTRE OF THE SURFACE AND THE SUBTLETY OF THE MORE SOPHISTICATED INCISING MADE THE BEST WORK VERY

ATTRACTIVE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE ORIGINS OF THE EUROPEANISED SCENE FINELY ENGRAVED ON THIS BOX CAME
FROM A WESTERN PRINT AS MANY OF THE CHINESE CRAFTSMEN BORROWED THEIR INSPIRATION FROM THESE READILY
AVAILABLE OUTSIDE SOURCES, OR WERE COMMISSIONED BY MERCHANTS TO COPY THEM FROM BOOKS AND ORIGINAL

PRINTS BROUGHT FROM THE WEST.

 


