
A FINE CHINESE TORTOISESHELL, SILVER AND HORN OPIUM PIPE
A FINE CHINESE TORTOISESHELL, SILVER AND HORN OPIUM PIPE 

WITH ORIGINAL POTTERY BOWL
MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 62 CM LONG, 9 CM HIGH – 24½ INS LONG, 3½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE CHINESE HAD LITTLE NEED FOR WESTERN PRODUCTS AND THE OBVIOUS TRADE DEFICIT WITH THE WEST WAS
HARD TO MAKE UP. THE ONLY COMMODITY DESIRED BY THE CHINESE WAS SILVER. IN THE LATE 18TH CENTURY

GINSENG, FURS AND OTHER RAW PRODUCTS WERE SHIPPED INTO CANTON BY THE AMERICANS, BUT WERE NOT A
SUCCESS. IT WAS OPIUM THAT WAS TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM FOR THE BRITISH AND AMERICANS IN THE 19TH CENTURY.
THE MASSIVE EXPANSION OF THE TRADE IN OPIUM, WHICH THE CHINESE CRAVED, LED DIRECTLY TO THE FIRST OPIUM
WAR OF 1839 - 1842. THE BRITISH INTERVENED AND HONG KONG AND OTHER 'TREATY PORTS' WERE OCCUPIED AND

FORCIBLY OPENED UP TO WESTERN TRADE. THE VAST CHINESE DOMESTIC MARKET WAS NOW OPEN TO BRITISH GOODS,
BUT AT A SHAMEFUL COST TO HUMANITY.

 


