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A RARE PAIR OF PERSIAN SAFAVID DAMASCEND STEEL PANELS 

‘DAMASCUS’ STEEL WITH GOLD OVERLAY 
16TH / 17TH CENTURY

SIZE : 20.5 CM HIGH, 12 CM WIDE – 8 INS HIGH, 4¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

FOURTEEN OTHER EXAMPLES OF THESE PANELS HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED. TWO ARE IN THE DAVID COLLECTION 'ART
FROM THE WORLD OF ISLAM' KJELD VON FOLSACH, COPENHAGEN, 2001 ( 20 A-B / 1993 ). FOUR WERE IN THE KHALILI

GALLERY '1400 YEARS OF ISLAMIC ART' LONDON 1981 NO'S 54 A-D. FOUR OTHERS ARE IN THE LINDEN MUSEUM,
STUTTGART ( KALTER, J. ISLAMIC ART LINDEN MUSEUM, STUTTGART. 1987 PAGE 29 FIG 25 ) WHILE A FURTHER TWO WERE
SOLD AT CHRISTIES, 20TH OCTOBER 1992 LOTS 159 AND 160, AND ANOTHER TWO BY THEM IN OCTOBER 1993 LOTS 380

AND 381. A FURTHER UNPUBLISHED GROUP IS IN THE AL-SABAH COLLECTION IN KUWAIT. 
EACH PANEL CONTAINS ONE OF THE 99 NAMES OF GOD. IT SEEMS VERY PROBABLE THAT THESE PANELS FORMED AN
UPPER DECORATIVE FEATURE ON AN IMPORTANT PERSIAN SAFAVID SHRINE. THE SMALL LUGS AT THE BASE OF EACH

ONE ALSO SUPPORT THIS THEORY.

 


