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A FINE SANTA CRUZ, SOLOMON ISLANDS, MAN’S BREAST PENDANT, ‘TEMA’

19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 15 CM DIA – 6 INS DIA

 
LITERATURE

THESE PENDANTS ARE MADE FROM A LARGE DISC OF TRIDACNA, PACIFIC WHITE CLAM SHELL, OVERLAIN WITH A TURTLE
SHELL PLATE, WHICH IS CUT AWAY LEAVING AN ABSTRACT MOTIF REPRESENTING A FRIGATE BIRD WITH OUTSTRETCHED

WINGS AND BIFURCATED TAIL. THE UPPER DESIGN POSSIBLY DETAILING A HORIZONTAL SERIES OF STYLISED FISH OR
DOLPHINS.

THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS ARE IN THE SOUTHERN MOST GROUP OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. IMPORTANT MEN WORE
THESE WHITE CLAM SHELL DISCS KNOWN AS 'TEMA' FOR CEREMONIES AND AS A FORM OF BATTLE DRESS WHEN

FIGHTING. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS ON THE SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS HAVE REVEALED LARGE TRIDACNA SHELL DISCS

DEMONSTRATING THAT THEY HAVE BEEN MADE THERE FOR ALMOST 3000 YEARS.

 


