
A FINE MALAITA, SOLOMON ISLANDS MAN'S COMB 'FAA'
A FINE MALAITA, SOLOMON ISLANDS MAN’S COMB ‘FAA’

EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE : 20.5 CM LONG, 10.5 CM WIDE – 8 INS LONG, 4 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 5 ( ITEM NO. 17 ) FOR TWO SIMILAR EXAMPLES 
THE TEETH OF THESE COMBS ARE MADE FROM THE SPLIT SECTIONS OF THE CORE OF TREE FERNS. THE YELLOW FIBRE
IS THE VASCULAR TISSUE OF THE ORCHID VINE. THE RED IS THE WAXY TISSUE OF THE COCONUT PALM DYED RED WITH

AN EXTRACT OF MORINDA ROOT.
THESE BEAUTIFUL COMBS WERE MADE BY THE EAST KWAIO HILL PEOPLE OF MALAITA ISLAND FROM WHERE THEY WERE

TRADED DOWN TO THE COAST AND ONWARD TO OTHER AREAS OF THE SOLOMON'S. THEY ARE WORN BY MEN OFTEN
TOGETHER WITH THE EAR STICKS PLAITED FROM THE SAME MATERIALS.

 


