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A FINE LARGE NATIVE NORTH AMERICAN WOODLANDS PASSAMAQUODDY OR PENOBSCOT 
BIRCHBARK AND SPRUCE ROOT BASKET AND LID

THE SIDES DECORATED WITH IMAGES OF CARIBOU 
CIRCA 1860 – 1880

SIZE : 28 CM HIGH, 43 CM WIDE, 30.5 CM DEEP – 11 INS HIGH, 12 INS DEEP, 17 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

LARGER BIRCHBARK BASKETS SUCH AS THIS WERE OFTEN USED FOR COOKING AS WELL AS FOR STORAGE. THE VESSEL
WOULD BE FILLED WITH FOOD AND WATER AND THEN HEATED STONES WOULD BE DROPPED IN UNTIL THE WATER

BOILED.
THE USE OF BARK WAS AN IMPORTANT FEATURE OF WOODLANDS INDIAN TECHNOLOGY. THEY KNEW HOW TO STEAM,
BEND AND STITCH BARK TO MAKE COLLECTING BASKETS, STORAGE CONTAINERS AND COOKING VESSELS THAT ARE

STRONG, YET LIGHT AND WATER TIGHT. BARK WAS ALSO USED FOR CANOES AND IN SOME REGIONS FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF HOUSES.

 


