
A SUPERB MUGHAL INDIAN SILVER AND CARVED IVORY EXOTIC BIRD CAGE
A SUPERB MUGHAL INDIAN SILVER AND CARVED IVORY EXOTIC BIRD CAGE

LATE 18TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 33 CM HIGH, 26.5 CM WIDE, 22 CM DEEP – 13 INS HIGH, 10½ INS WIDE, 8¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THROUGHOUT THE RAJ MANY OF THE BRITISH WHO WORKED IN INDIA WERE OFTEN SERIOUSLY INTERESTED IN
STUDYING THE UNEXPLORED NATURE, AND EXOTIC AND MYSTERIOUS ATMOSPHERE OF INDIA. SIR ELIJAH IMPEY WAS

CHIEF JUSTICE OF BENGAL FROM 1774 TO 1782 AND HIS WIFE MARY, LADY IMPEY KEPT A PRIVATE ZOO ON THEIR LARGE
ESTATE IN CALCUTTA WHERE SHE ASSEMBLED MANY RARE SPECIES OF BIRDS AND ANIMALS FROM WHICH HER INDIAN

PAINTERS DREW STUDIES FROM LIFE. MANY OF THESE RARE BIRD SPECIES HAD NEVER BEFORE BEEN RECORDED AND
WERE OF GREAT SCIENTIFIC AND ORNITHOLOGICAL INTEREST. SOME OF THESE DRAWINGS ARE NOW HELD IN THE

LINNAEAN SOCIETY, LONDON.
SMALL PARROTS AND OTHER COLOURFUL BIRDS WERE OFTEN KEPT AS PETS AND PRESENTED IN CAGES SUCH AS THIS

FINE EXAMPLE.

 


