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AN ENGLISH CARVED LIMESTONE HEAD OF A RAM 

CIRCA 1700
SIZE : 30.5 CM HIGH, 27 CM WIDE – 12½ INS HIGH, 10½ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

SHEEP WERE ONCE AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE ECONOMY IN RURAL BRITAIN. MEDIEVAL MARKET TOWNS, VILLAGES,
CATHEDRALS AND PARISH CHURCHES WERE BUILT AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE TRADE IN WOOL. THE PASTORAL

LANDSCAPE SO ADMIRED BY 'CAPABILITY' BROWN IN THE 18TH CENTURY WAS IN PART THE PRODUCT OF CENTURIES OF
GRAZING BY FLOCKS OF SHEEP. 

OVER 50 BREEDS OF SHEEP EVOLVED IN BRITAIN, BUT ONLY A SMALL PROPORTION OF THESE ARE STILL IN FULL
COMMERCIAL USE. WITH THE INVENTION OF MODERN SYNTHETIC FIBRES, WOOL DECLINED IN ITS IMPORTANCE AS A

VALUABLE COMMODITY AND MOST FLOCKS OF SHEEP ARE NOW BRED TO PRODUCE FAT LAMBS FOR THE MEAT MARKET.

 


