
A HIGHLY UNUSUAL ENGLISH REGENCY WAX MODEL OF A TURKISH GENTLEMAN
A HIGHLY UNUSUAL ENGLISH REGENCY WAX MODEL OF A TURKISH GENTLEMAN WITH 

HIS HOOKAH PIPE
FINE CONDITION, CONTAINED UNDER A GLASS DOME. WAX, SILK AND HUMAN HAIR

CIRCA 1815-1820
SIZE : 20.5 CM HIGH – 8 INS HIGH ( 29 CM HIGH – 11½ INS - GLASS DOME )

 
LITERATURE

FOR FIVE CENTURIES THE WEST HAS BEEN FASCINATED BY THE EXOTIC WORLD OF THE ORIENT AND THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE. ARTISTS, WRITERS AND POETS HAVE HAD A DEEP INTEREST IN THIS MYSTICAL CULTURE THAT HAS SO

PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED AND ENRICHED THE COURSE OF WESTERN ART. DURING THE RENAISSANCE VENICE WAS
THE STRATEGIC TRANSIT POINT FOR ALL TRADE TO THE ORIENT AND BECAME INCREASINGLY EXPOSED TO ITS

INFLUENCE, EVENTUALLY BEING THE CULTURAL CONFLUENCE OF EAST AND WEST. 
THIS INFLUENCE ALSO REACHED NORTHERN EUROPE. ARTISTS SUCH AS ALBRECHT DÍ¼RER WHO VISITED ITALY TWICE

BECAME CAPTIVATED BY THE INTEGRATION OF EASTERN IMAGERY INTO VENETIAN ART. IN THE 17TH CENTURY
REMBRANDT, AN AVID COLLECTOR OF TURKISH WEAPONS AND PERSIAN TEXTILES, AS WELL AS A CREATOR OF A

'CABINET OF CURIOSITIES', MADE FREQUENT REFERENCES TO THE ART AND ARCHITECTURE OF THE EAST.
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 18TH CENTURY DIPLOMATIC TIES WERE STRENGTHENED BETWEEN WESTERN EUROPE AND
THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE, THE 'ARABIAN NIGHTS' WAS TRANSLATED BY ANTOINE GALLAND AND A BLOSSOMING INTEREST IN
THE NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST WAS CREATED. ISTANBUL SURPASSED VENICE AS THE DICTATOR OF FASHION AND BECAME

THE FAVOURITE DESTINATION OF SOPHISTICATED 18TH CENTURY ARTISTS.
IN 1814 INGRES PAINTED 'LA GRANDE ODALISQUE' AND EPITOMISED EARLY 19TH CENTURY FASHIONABLE SOCIETY'S

FASCINATION WITH THE ARTEFACTS AND LIFESTYLE OF THE ORIENT. THE WEST'S INCESSANT PASSION FOR ORIENTALISM
NOW KNEW NO BOUNDS.

 


