
A FINE NGUNI, SOUTH AFRICAN, 'KAROSS' OR CAPE
A FINE NGUNI, SOUTH AFRICAN, ‘KAROSS’ OR CAPE 

MADE FROM THE PELTS OF THE LARGE SPOTTED GENET OR CIVET CAT 
COMPRISING NUMEROUS SMALL PELTS FINELY STITCHED TOGETHER WITH SINEW

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE : 178 CM LONG, 142 CM WIDE – 70 INS LONG, 56 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

WITH THE ADVENT OF FIREARMS IN THE 19TH CENTURY THE SUDDEN INCREASE IN THE AVAILABILITY OF PREVIOUSLY
SCARCE MATERIALS, SUCH AS SPOTTED CAT FUR, WHICH BEFORE HAD BEEN ONLY OBTAINED AS INCIDENTAL BY-

PRODUCTS OF LOCAL MEDICINE-RELATED TRAPPING OR CASUAL HUNTING, LED TO ELABORATE AND TECHNICAL FEATS
OF HIDE AND FUR WORKING. THESE FUR CAPES WERE SEEN AS SYMBOLIC OF THE 'IMPERIAL' POWER OF THE ZULU

NATION AND WERE MOSTLY CONFINED TO THE RULING ELITE.
IT IS SAID THAT KING MPANDE LUXURIATED IN SO MUCH FUR 'HE WOULD BE COMPLETELY COVERED' ( JSAI : 46 ). FUR

GARMENTS WERE THE PRIVILEGE OF ROYAL FAVOURITES AND EMINENT MEN OF RANK. 
THE REVEREND WOODS WROTE OF THE KAROSS 'WONDERFULLY LIGHT, SO LIGHT, INDEED, THAT NO ONE COULD THINK

IT CAPABLE OF IMPACTING MUCH WARMTH UNTIL HE HAS TRIED IT'.
MRS PARLBY AND HER HUSBAND VISITED THE CAPE IN 1845 AND STAYED FOR NINE DAYS. ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR

CURIOS SHE BOUGHT 'A KAROSS OF EIGHTEEN HEADS, AS IT IS TECHNICALLY CALLED, THE SOLE GARMENT WORN BY
KAFFIRS, FOR FOUR POUNDS : IT IS VERY LARGE AND HANDSOME, CONSISTING OF THE SKINS OF RED JACKALS Â€¦..
THESE SKINS ARE MUCH SOUGHT AFTER BY OFFICERS ON SERVICE, WHICH IS PERHAPS THE REASON THEY ARE SO

EXPENSIVE IN CAPE TOWN' ( MRS PARLBY : WANDERINGS OF A PILGRIM, IN SEARCH OF THE PICTURESQUE, DURING FOUR
AND TWENTY YEARS IN THE EAST, LONDON 1850 ).

 


