
A LARGE COLLECTION OF 45 SPECIMEN AGATES ( CHALCEDONY VARIETY )
A LARGE COLLECTION OF 45 SPECIMEN AGATES ( CHALCEDONY VARIETY ) 

SOME CUT AND POLISHED AS PANELS FOR BOXES. COMPRISING EXAMPLES OF CARNELIAN, SARDONYX, MOSS AGATE,
JASPER, CHRYSOPRASE AND ONYX

LATE 18TH – 19TH CENTURY 
SIZE : LARGEST; 12.5 CM X 9 CM – 5 INS X 3½ INS

SMALLEST; 1.2 CM X 1 CM - ½ INS X ? INS

 
LITERATURE

SINCE THE TIME OF THE ICE AGE ARTISTS, MAN HAS BEEN CONTINUOUSLY AND INCREASINGLY INTERESTED IN THE
ACQUISITION OF GEMSTONES AND IN THE ART AND CRAFT OF THEIR ALTERATION TO SATISFY HIS CONCEPTIONS OF

BEAUTY AND UTILITY. THEY ARE USED FOR PERSONAL ADORNMENT, AS TALISMANS, AS SYMBOLS OF RELIGION AND OF
POWER, TAKEN AS MEDICINE, USED FOR FINANCIAL SECURITY AND AS THE GIFTS AND SOMETIMES THE RANSOMS OF

KINGS. 
AGATES WERE OFTEN CLAIMED TO HAVE MAGICAL PROPERTIES. A 13TH CENTURY MANUSCRIPT NOTES 'A LION OR AN
ARCHER ENGRAVED ON A JASPER, GIVES HELP AGAINST POISON AND CURES FROM FEVER. A BULL ENGRAVED ON A

PRASE ( CHRYSOPRASE ) IS SAID TO GIVE AID AGAINST EVIL SPELLS AND TO PROCURE THE FAVOUR OF MAGISTRATES'.

 


