Finch & C°

A PAIR OF PERSIAN GOLDSMITHS BALANCES
APAR OF PERSIAN GOLDSMTHS BALANCES

STEEL OVERLAID WITH GOLD

LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE : 41 CMHIGH, 33 CMWIDE — 16 INS HIGH, 13 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

GOLDSMTHS AND OTHERS WORKING WITH PRECIOUS METAL OFTEN TRAVELLED WITH THEIR TOOLS IN SMALL GROUPS
OR ALONE. THE METAL WAS GENERALLY SUPPLIED BY THE PATRON. GOLDSMTHS WERE NOTORIOUS FOR FRAUDULENT
PRACTICES SUCH AS DEBASING GOLD OR SILVER WITH ACHEAPER METAL OR PLATING BASE METAL OBJECTS AND
PASSING THEM OFF AS GOLD OR SILVER AND BECAUSE OF THIS THEY WERE OFTEN REQUIRED TO WORK IN THE HOUSE
OF THE PATRON. HE WOULD SUPPLY THE PRECIOUS METAL IN THE FORM OF COINAGE OR DAMAGED OR OUTMODED
VESSELS AND WOULD HAVE IT WEIGHED BEFORE AND AFTER MANUFACTURE, ALWAYS KEEPING ACLOSE EYE ON THE
PROCESS TO ENSURE NONE WENT ASTRAY.



