
TWO LOWER PALAEOLITHIC, FLINT HAND AXES
TWO LOWER PALAEOLITHIC, FLINT HAND AXES

ACHEULEAN BIFACE, ONE MARKED ‘MIDDLE ACHEULEAN 2B’
150-200’000 YEARS OLD 

SIZE : A; 18 CM LONG – 7 INS LONG 
B; 18 CM LONG – 7 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

STONE AGE TECHNOLOGISTS PROGRESSIVELY IMPROVED THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE HAND AXE. THE EARLY TYPES
HAD SOME SERIOUS DEFECTS DUE TO THE PRIMITIVE TECHNIQUE USED TO FLAKE THEM AND THIS ALSO MADE THEM

CLUMSY TO USE. THE ACHEULEAN KNAPPER USED TWO NEW TECHNIQUES : THE FIRST WAS OF CONSIDERABLE
IMPORTANCE AS IT WAS LATER EXTENSIVELY USED BY MORE ADVANCED MAKERS OF STONE TOOLS AND CONSISTED OF

FLAKING THE EDGE ITSELF IN ORDER TO BUILD UP PRELIMINARY STRIKING PLATFORMS SET AT THE CORRECT
PERPENDICULAR ANGLE TO THE FACE TO BE FLAKED. THE SECOND INVOLVED THE USE OF A 'SOFT HAMMER' OR BATON

OF WOOD, BONE OR ANTLER TO STRIKE THE EDGE OF THE NODULE WITHOUT CRUSHING IT. BOTH THESE METHODS
DISPLAY THE BEGINNINGS OF MANS ABSTRACT IDEA OF THE 'END PRODUCT'.

ACHEULEAN HAND AXES REVEAL CHARACTERISTIC DEEP RIPPLED SCARS RESULTING FROM HAMMER-STONE
PERCUSSION TOGETHER WITH THE LONG SHALLOW SCARS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE BATON TECHNIQUE. IT HAS BEEN

SAID THAT SOME OF THE LATER ACHEULEAN HAND AXES ARE THE MOST PERFECT EXPRESSION OF THE CORE TOOL
CONCEPT.

 


