Finch & C°

A RARE AMAZONIAN WOODEN WAR CLUB FROM GUIANA

ARARE AVAZONIAN WOODEN WAR CLUB FROM GUIANADECORATED AND INCISED ON ALL
FOUR SIDES WITH ANTHROPOMORPHIC AND GEOMETRIC DESIGNS
19TH CENTURY
SIZE : 46 CMLONG— 18 INS LONG

LITERATURE

THIS DISTINCTIVE FORM OF CARVED HARDWOOD BLOCK CLUB IS FOUND NOWHERE ELSE IN AVAZONIA AMONG THE
EARLIEST OBJECTS TO REACH EUROPE IN THE 17TH CENTURY FROM GUIANA ARE 'FOUR WOODEN CLUBS AND FIVE
HAVMOCKS' THAT ENTERED THE TRADESCANT COLLECTION AND ARE NOW IN THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUMIN OXFORD.
IN 1782 JOHN GABRIEL STEDMAN WROTE ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES AS ASOLDIER IN DUTCH SURINAMAE! 'l MUST NOT
FORGET THAT EVERY INDIAN CARRIES ACLUB, WHICH THEY CALL APOOTOO, FOR THEIR DEFENCE. THESE CLUBS ARE
MADE FROM THE HEAVIEST WOOD IN THE FOREST; THEY ARE ABOUT 18 INCHES LONG, FLAT AT BOTH ENDS, AND
SQUARE, BUT HEAVIER AT ONE END THAN THE OTHER ... ONE BLOWWITH THIS CLUB, IN WHICH IS FREQUENTLY FIXED A
SHARP STONE, SCATTERS THE BRAINS A€! AND ON THESE, BESIDES OTHER HIEROGLYPHIC FIGURES, THEY OFTEN
CARVE THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THEY HAVE SLAIN IN BATTLE'.



